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products. Hence, the products of air are considered to
be the first material products. Those who think that
direct perception is possible only through the organ of
sight cannot believe in the existence of air directly.
Hence, it is necessary to prove its existence through
inference before proceeding further. The following
are the probans for the existence of air: touch (sparfa),
sound {fabda\ upholding {dhrti\ and quivering (kampa).
Thus, it is found that there is a particular type of touch
which is non-chemical {apdkaja) and moderate, that is,
neither hot nor cold. This touch, being a quality, must
inhere in a substance. The substance required here
cannot be earth; for the touch, belonging to it, is chemi-
cal (^paka/a)', nor can it be water which has cold touch.
It also cannot be tejas^ as the latter possesses hot touch.
Substances like Akdfa., Kala^ Di^y A.tman and Manas
do not possess any touch. Hence, that which possesses
the particular type of non-chemical and moderate touch
is known as air (yayu). Or the form of inference may be
as follows: the particular type of touch which is felt,
being a quality, must inhere in some substance, like
the touch of earth etc. Earth, water and tejas cannot
be the required substance; for, the touch of these is
always associated with colour, while the particular type
of touch is not so. Again, the substances, like Akdp.,
J<^7, Dik; A.tman and Manas not possessing any touch,
cannot be the required substance. Hence, through the
method of elimination, that which remains is proved
to be the substratum of the particular kind of touch.
Such a substance is air2.

In the like manner, sound proves the existence of
air. Thus, the sound produced in the Akdfa due to
the contact of cloud etc. must be due to some instru-
mental cause. In the absence of any other possible
substance having touch, air is assumed to be the required

2 VU. on VS., II. i. 9.
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